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Links between spoken and written language 
 
 

 Spoken language (+ nonverbal language) Print language (literacy) 
Modalities  

Levels 

 

Listening 
Input 

Comprehension 
Receptive  

Speaking 
Output 

Production 
Expressive 

 

Reading 
Input 

Comprehension 

Writing 
Output 

Expression 

Sound Recognizing sounds 
(speech perception) 

Speech production 
(articulation) 

Decoding words 
(phonological processing) 

Spelling 

Word Understanding meaning 
(receptive semantics) 

Expressing meaning 
(expressive semantics) 

Comprehending word 
meaning 

(understanding word 
content) 

Comprehending word meaning 
(understanding word content) 

Sentence Interpreting sentence 
structures 

(receptive syntax) 

Using different sentence 
structures 

(receptive syntax) 

Interpreting sentence 
structures 

(understanding grammar) 

Writing different sentence 
structures 

(using grammar) 
Text Interpreting 

communication in context 
(understanding 

pragmatics) 

Adapting communication to 
context 

(functional use of language ) 

Understanding the message 
in light of the context 

(interpreting style, genre, 
context) 

Writing for an audience & 
occasion 

(using different styles & 
genres in context) 

 


