
Here are some ways Maryland schools reach out to parents…..

1. Outreach at the Mall
This type of outreach takes the message to the community in Montgomery County.  It can be held in neighborhood locations, including malls, public libraries, community centers, etc., and coordinated in partnership with school and community events.  It provides families with the opportunity to have their questions answered and gain a better understanding of the school system in a very informal setting.  (www.mcps.org)  

2. The Parent Chit-Chat Group
At Patapsco Elementary School in Baltimore City, they have built their family engagement one family at a time by meeting parents where they are.  Chit-chat takes place every Wednesday morning for one hour with 12 regular members – all parents. Parents come together to discuss concerns, accomplishments, and share resources about school related issues. This group has also been used to teach parents how to advocate for themselves and their children.  (patapsco.baltimorecityschools.org/PDF/chitchatflyer.pdf)
3. Tellin’ Stories
This initiative, conducted by Teaching for Change and supported by the Maryland Parental Information Resource Center, creates opportunities for families to connect to each other and to their school—often for their first time—through the power of storytelling. The first community building activity is a six week Story Quilting series in which each participant shares a story from his/her history and culture on a felt square. By the time the quilt is finished, parents have built relationships with each other and are eager to continue working together.  Through Tellin’ Stories workshops, parents gain the tools they need during regular parent meetings to analyze school climate, the facilities, and the quality of teaching and learning at their school.  (www.mdpirc.org/parentnetworks.html)
4. Hispanic Education Forum
This forum provides an opportunity for Hispanic families in Anne Arundel County (AACPS) to become better informed about accessing school and community resources.  Three forums were held during the spring of 2009 on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  The program includes a presentation about parent involvement, experiences of Hispanic students presented by Hispanic high school students, and a panel discussion between AACPS staff, parents, and community representatives. (www.aacps.org)
5. Sailing Through the System
Taught in Spanish and English, Frederick County Public Schools offers this series which includes six training sessions held at the school during evening hours. The curriculum offers information about American schools – curriculum, assessments, and the American school culture. (www.fcps.org) 
6. Conquista
Held at the selected schools throughout Montgomery County, this outreach provides either three or six sessions in the evening to equip and empower Hispanic parents to become advocates for their children, and to gain skills and knowledge to become leaders in their children’s school.  Currently, a total of about 30 sessions are held during a school year in Spanish.   (www.mcps.org)  
7. International Parent Leadership Program
This leadership development training offered to international parents in Howard County Public Schools is delivered two times a year, fall and spring, in six sessions for 2.5 to 3 hours per session.  The mission is to develop parent leaders to ensure a diversified pool of parent leaders at the school and district level.  Interpreting is available if needed.  (www.hcpss.org)
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