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Agenda

•Welcome, Announcements, and Updates 

• Sub-committee Work

•Guest Presenter: Rene Islas

Executive Director, NAGC



Welcome, Introductions, 

Announcements,  Updates



New Officers

•Co-chair: Theresa Jackson

•Co-chair: Penny Zimring

•Secretary: Julie Skolnick



New Members

• Don Bailey: Anne Arundel County Teacher

• Eunice Chu: Montgomery County Teacher

• Tadem Daniels: Baltimore City Principal

• Shontel Douglas: Baltimore City Principal

• Rick Garber: NorthBay Education Foundation

• Erica Hartley: Washington County Teacher

• Molly Joyner: Harford County GT Specialist



2017-2018 Meetings

• November 29, 2017 (Time: 10:00 - 1:00)

• January 31, 2018 (Time: 10:00 - 1:00) 
• (SNOW DATE: February 6, 2018)

• April 19, 2018 (Time: 10:00 - 1:00) 



Mission

To encourage and support the education of students who 

are identified as gifted and talented and twice 

exceptional (2e) in accordance with the Annotated Code 

of Maryland, Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 

17.04.07: Gifted and Talented Education, the Maryland 

Criteria for Excellence: Gifted and Talented Program 

Guidelines, as well as the National Association for 

Gifted Children (NAGC) 2013 standards for gifted 

programming through education, advocacy, and 

recognition in order to ensure identification and services.



2017-2018 Goals

• Increase public awareness of the role and purpose of gifted and 
talented education and recognize the contributions of outstanding 
individuals and organizations in the field.

• Provide support of professional learning in gifted and talented 
education; support and recognize schools for the development of 
gifted and talented programs and services that are aligned with the 
Maryland Criteria for Excellence and COMAR 13A.04.07. 

• Provide support for districts to improve their G/T Programs 
through a process of reflection, data collection, and self-
evaluation. 

• Increase public awareness of the role and purpose of gifted and 
talented education and recognize the contributions of outstanding 
individuals and organizations in the field.



Sub-committees

• Programs, Services, & Professional Learning

• Awards and Recognition

• Program Improvement

• Public and Community Awareness



Criteria for Excellence



Update

Penny Zimring

www.megsonline.net

http://www.megsonline.net/




The 2017 Maryland State Conference 

on Gifted and Talented Education
Friday, October 20, 2017

North County High School

10 E. 1st Avenue

Glen Burnie, MD 21061



Update

Yvonne Golczewski

www.mcgate.org

http://www.mcgate.org/


MSDE Updates

Bruce Riegel

Maryland Gifted & Talented Education



“The State intends to take steps to 

add ‘gifted and talented students’ 

as an additional student group by 

the end of school year 2017-2018.” 



Jacob Javits Grant

• $2.5 million over 5 years

• Partnership with JHU CTE

• Creation of online Gateway Portal/Platform

• Development of State GT Identification Guidelines

• Superintendent workshop 

• 5 LEA Sub-grants to create and implement 

Professional Learning and new State Guidelines

• Educator workshops

• Research will be conducted and findings published



2017 Maryland ESSA Plan

“The State intends to take 

steps to add ‘gifted and 

talented students’ as an 

additional student group by 

the end of school year 2017-

2018.” 



JAVITS

• $2.5 million over 5 years

• Partnership with JHU CTE

• Creation of online Gateway Portal/Platform

• Development of State GT Identification Guidelines

• Superintendent workshop 

• 5 LEA Sub-grants to create and implement 
Professional Learning and new State Guidelines

• Educator workshops

• Research will be conducted and findings published





2017 Maryland Summer Centers

Camp Summit East: Center for Exploration and Innovation

Cecil County – NorthBay Adventures (Residential)

JHU/APL Center for Space Science

Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab

RAMS Center for Ecosystem Education

UMD Horn Point Lab, Cambridge (Residential)

Outward Bound Center for English Learner Leadership 

Outward Bound, Baltimore (Residential)

Center for Global Languages

Meade Middle School - AACPS





Sub-committee Work Session
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Distinguished Guest

M. René Islas
• M. René Islas is the Executive Director of the National Association for 

Gifted Children. Prior to joining NAGC, René served as Sr. Vice President 

of Learning Forward.

• Over a decade of experience leading education reform through practical and 

policy work at the federal, state, and local levels. 

• Developed the Pathway to Achievement, a highly successful school 

improvement framework that is currently being implemented in elementary 

and secondary schools across the United States.

• Government experience includes service as a Special Assistant to the U.S. 

Secretary of Education and Chief of Staff to the Assistant Secretary of 

Education where managed the overall operations, policy development, and 

administration of programs within the Office of Elementary and Secondary 

Education.

• Played a pivotal role in the creation of the Teacher Incentive Fund and the 

School Improvement Grant programs that became priorities across the Bush 

and Obama administrations.

• Advised and supported the White House Initiative on Educational 

Excellence for Hispanic Americans.

• René is also a noted author of education and policy books and other 

publications.


