




Summary of the Fiscal 2017 Governor’s Allowance 
for MSDE 
 

• Aid to Education: 

o Bridge to Excellence formulas are funded according to statutory mandate.  Formulas 
increase by$122.5 million, or 2.4% from FY 2016.  This includes full funding of the 
Geographic Cost of Education Index (GCEI).  Mandated funding for the State 
libraries increases by $1.38 million.   

o The FY 2017 budget includes $5.6 million to stabilize Aid for counties with declining 
enrollment.  This Aid will go to Carroll, Garrett, and Kent counties. 

o $104,000 is included in the budget to support the Governor’s P-TECH Initative.  

o The budget also includes an additional $4 million for the Nonpublic Placements 
program and an additional $7 million for the Child Care Subsidy Program ($3 million 
in State funds and $4 million in expected Federal Funds).  These increases are 
required to meet expected needs of the programs.  

o Quality Teacher Incentives are reduced by $7 million because the Advanced 
Professional Certificate stipend program was eliminated effective July 1, 2016.   

o Funding for STEM grants are eliminated in the FY 2017 budget.  This includes grants 
to local school systems, for Project Lead the Way, and a grant to the Maryland 
Business Round Table.  

 

• MSDE Headquarters:  

• Increases include: 

o $4.5 million for Assessment contracts based on expected expenditures. 

o $1.95 million for Juvenile Services Education.  The Allowance includes 20 new 
positions, position turnover relief, contract funds for substitute teachers, and funds for 
vehicles.  

o 14 PINs (6 contractual conversions and 8 new PINs) for the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped supported with existing mandated funding.  

o $100,000 for a Heroin Task Force web site.  

• One vacant position is abolished in the Office of Information Technology.  
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• Funding for Educational Organizations:  

o $5.0 million is included for Boast Tax Credits.  The Department of Commerce will 
administer the program but funding is included in the MSDE budget.  

o $1.88 million for the State grant to the Maryland School for the Blind (continues the 
$1.8 million additional program support added in Fiscal 2016 plus a $76k funding 
increase per the formula). 

o $85k for a new institution: Young Audiences of Maryland.  

 

• State employees: 

o Based on a preliminary review of Budget documents, the FY 2017 Budget includes 
funds for salary increments. 

o Funds are included for health care for eligible contractual employees. 

 

• FY 2016 Deficiencies include:  

o $600k for P-TECH implementation grants. 

o $20.3 million for Special Education Nonpublic Placements. 

o $7.7 million for Assessments.  
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