
  2002  

• Visionary Panel for Better Schools report, Achievement Matters Most, leads to the 
development of Voluntary State Curriculum 

2002-2005 
• Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum (VSC) Standards developed 

2004 
• WESTAT Reviews Social Studies VSC. Approves VSC. 

2005 
• Social Studies Task Force Initiates work. Reviews and affirms the VSC for Social Studies. 

2006 
• Maryland State Curriculum (SC) adopted 

2014-2015 
• Social Studies Standards reviewed as part of C3 Adoption process.  

Evolution of the State Curriculum for Social Studies  



Organization of Social Studies Standards  



Current Social Studies Standards Revisions 

 High school American Government framework 
(Status: Complete). 

 8th Grade United States History framework Revision 
(Status: To be completed by August 2017). 

 High School Modern World History framework (Status: 
To be completed by January 2018). 

 High School United States History framework (Status: 
To be completed by July 2018). 

 Elementary Social Studies framework (Status: To be 
completed by January 2019). 

 



Maryland §7–203. 
 At the middle school level, a statewide, comprehensive, grade band 

assessment program that measures the learning gains of each public 
school student towards achieving mastery of the standards… 

 
 The assessment shall: 

 Provide information needed to improve public schools by 
enhancing the learning gains of students and academic mastery 
of the skills and knowledge set forth in the State’s adopted 
curricula… 

 Inform the public annually of the educational progress made at 
the school, local school system, and state levels; and 

 Provide timely feedback to schools and teachers for the purposes 
of adapting the instructional program and making placement 
decisions for students; and 

 Be administered annually 



How is Middle School Social Studies Assessed?  

 22 districts assess middle school social 
studies either by: 
 District-wide final exams and/or mid terms 
 District-wide quarterly assessments 
 District-wide performance based assessments 
 District-wide pre and post assessments 

 2 districts assess middle school social studies via 
teacher-created assessments   



Option # Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 
Board 
Action 

Board does not 
act.  

Board supports Assessment 
Commission’s recommendation 
to eliminate exam. (Legislation 
will be required to meet this 
objective.) 

Board supports an 
amendment to delay 
the middle school 
exam. 

Board supports Assessment 
Commission recommendation to 
eliminate the exam, but institutes 
an exam via COMAR rather than 
via legislation.  Would require 
legislation to overturn original 
statute and a Board vote to alter 
COMAR to require the exam.  

Legislative 
Action 

No change is 
made to existing 
law. 

Law is passed to eliminate the 
Middle School Social Studies 
Assessment. Currently HB461 
and SB452 call for devolving 
the middle school social studies 
exam down to the LEAs.  

Law is amended to 
further delay the test. 

Law is passed to eliminate the 
Middle School Social Studies 
Assessment.  

Result Middle School 
Exam will begin 
in the 2018-
2019 school 
year.  

Middle School exam will not be 
administered.  

Date for exam will be 
determined by the 
State Board in 
conversation with the 
General Assembly.  

Middle School social studies 
exam would begin at a date to be 
determined by the Board.  

Middle School Social Studies Assessment Policy Options  

MSDE Recommendation: Option 3  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Option 1 Timeline for Middle School Assessment in 8th Grade  

April 1, 2016 Amendment approved allowing two year delay of middle 
school assessment. 

July 2016-May 2017 MSDE begins revision of 8th grade United States History 
state curriculum and test design 

Summer 2016 Write RFP so middle school assessment is included in 
Fiscal 2017-2018 

Summer2017 RFP Issued 

Fall 2017 Contract awarded  

Fall 2017 Item development begins 

January  2019 Initial field test of items  

Summer 2019 Item review and range-finding 

January 2019 Middle School Exam is operational  
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