














Maryland State Board of Education 
Legislative Synopsis - Addendum 

February 28, 2017 
 
Bills for State Board Discussion: 
 
SB 335 (Rosapepe) Career Apprenticeship Opportunity Act of 2017 
 Hearing on February 16 (FIN); no movement as of 2-27 
 Crossfile: HB 665 (McCray); Hearing on 2/28 

• This bill requires the State Board of Education, in consultation with the Department of Labor, Licensing, 
and Regulation and the Governor’s Workforce Development Board, to develop statewide goals each 
year from 2017 through 2025 so that by January 1, 2026, 45% of high school graduates successfully 
complete a career and technical education program or earn industry-recognized occupational or skill 
credentials before leaving high school. 

• This bill also creates a tax credit against the State income tax for individuals or corporations that employ 
an apprentice for at least seven months during a taxable year in an apprenticeship program registered 
with the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council. 

 
HB 715 (MSDE Departmental) Institutions of Higher Education - Teacher Preparation Programs - 
Accreditation and Approval 
 Hearing on March 7 (W&M) 

• This bill authorizes an institution of higher education that offers a teacher certification program to 
choose to receive either “national accreditation” or approval by MSDE in order to operate in the State. 

• This bill alters the definition of “national accreditation” from accreditation by an agency that is 
recognized by the US Department of Education to accreditation by an agency that is recognized by 
MSDE and MHEC. 

• This bill requires MSDE and MHEC to consider whether the national accrediting agency uses national 
professional standards that are similar to State standards when determining whether an agency is 
recognized. 

• This bill requires MSDE and MHEC to agree on the standards MSDE will use to determine program 
approval. 

• This bill provides that if an institution of higher education is in compliance on July 1, 2016, they will be 
deemed “in compliance” until they receive a notification from MHEC. 

 
SB 908 (Ferguson) Maryland Education Development Collaborative – Establishment  
 Hearing on March 8 (B&T) 

• This bill creates the Maryland Education Development Collaborative to advise and make 
recommendations to the State Board of Education, the General Assembly regarding policies necessary to 
promote 21st century learning, among other things. 

 
HB 1170 (Pena-Melnyk) Education - College and Career Readiness Assessment - English Learner 
Student Exception 
 Hearing on March 10 (W&M) 

• This bill prohibits a county board of education from requiring a student who is an English learner 
required to demonstrate a specified proficiency from the requirement to be assessed using a specified cut 
score to determine college readiness unless the assessment is offered free of charge. 
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