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Key Information
•Public schools throughout Maryland ordered to close
• March 13, 2020

•Non-essential child care throughout Maryland ordered to close
• March 27, 2020

•Meals being served through the USDA Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP)



Waivers

•Allows non-congregate feeding, participants to take meals off-site

•Waives 50% site eligibility requirements, all sites eligible

•Waives time restrictions, allowing multiple meals to be served

•Allows parents to pick up meals for children

•Allows deviation from meal pattern due to food unavailability



Over 3.8 million 
meals served as o3 
April 13, 2020.

Meals service 
expanded and 
increased each week.

Week 4 includes data 
during Spring Break.



Agencies are able to 
serve multiple meals 
in one meal time.

Consistent increase 
across all meal types.



Waiver allowing all 
site locations as area 
eligible.

Meals served varies 
due to county size
and region.



Meal Service and 
Social Distancing

Challenges:
• Small kitchens
• Meal handoff
• Program integrity



Social Distancing

• Creating barriers

• Visual cues

• Partnerships



Meal Distribution

• Using school buses

• Refrigerated trucks

• Establishing new sites



Multi-Day Meal 
Service

• Day-of fresh meal & 
next day(s) frozen 
meals

• Instructions for 
storage and heating



Morale

• Signage and 
decorations

• School mascots

• Regular staff



For updated data and 
information:

Visit 
EatSmartMaryland.org


