






























































Working Session: 
Analysis of Findings and 
Recommendations 

State Board of Education Meeting 
August 22, 2016 



Background 
 2015 - Maryland General Assembly 

established the Commission to Review 
Maryland’s Use of Assessment and Testing 
 Developed recommendations to improve the 

process in which mandated assessments are 
administered and used to inform instruction 

 2016 - Final Report released detailing 
Commission’s findings and recommendations   



State Board’s Charge 
 Review and consider findings and 

recommendations. 
 Make comments on whether to accept 

or reject findings and recommendations. 
 Submit compilation to Governor and 

General Assembly. 



Recommendation Categories 
 State Action 
 14 Recommendations 

 State and Local Action 
 5 Recommendations 

 Local Action 
 3 Recommendations 



Process for  
Recommendation Analysis 

 Whole Group Discussion 
 Gallery Walk 
 Small Group Discussion 
 Whole Group Debrief 



Things to Consider 
 

 • What needs to be done to implement the recommendation? 

Actions 

• How will the recommendation impact local school systems 
and the State? 

Impacts 

• Why do you accept or reject the recommendation and/or 
finding? 

Justifications 



Recommendation 4.1 
Establish July 15 as the deadline for the 
return of PARCC assessment data…….. 

Page 6 Board Document; Page 17 Final Report 

 MSDE Assessment Division has 
established this date as the standard   
for all assessment contracts under      
MSDE’s control.  



Recommendation 5.2 
Provide timely results for local, State, and 
federally mandated assessments to 
educators…… 

Page 9 Board Document; Page 20 Final Report 

 MSDE Assessment Division has established 
rigorous reporting schedules that are being 
incorporated into all assessment contracts 
under MSDE’s control.  



Recommendation 5.3 
MSDE shall review and update the current 
Maryland Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual….. 

Page 10 Board Document; Page 22 Final Report 

 MSDE has already begun alignment of Maryland 
Accommodations Manual with PARCC 
Accessibility Features and Accommodations 
Manual. 

 There is already ongoing training and PD. 



Recommendation 5.4 
The State Board of Education shall analyze 
and disaggregate the results of MSDE 
technology needs assessment…… 

Page 11 Board Document; Page 24 Final Report 

 This is consistent with MSDE 
plans/efforts in collaboration with local 
school systems.  



Recommendation 7.2 
Report out PARCC results by mode effect 
until 100% of students are administered 
the assessment online…… 

Page 17 Board Document; Page 31 Final Report 

 Specific reporting protocols will need to 
be established. 



Gallery Walk 
Recommendation 2.1A 
• Mr. Smarick 
• Ms. Sidu 
• Dr. Salmon 

Recommendation 2.1B 
• Dr. Gates 
• Ms. Halverson 
• Mr. Finn 

Recommendation 6.2 
• Ms. Iszard 
• Ms. Weeldreyer 
• Mr. Edimo 

Recommendation 6.1 
• Ms. O’Neil-Gonzalez 
• Dr. Guyton 
• Mr. Smith 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 2.1A 

The creation of an additional assessment in 
social studies at the middle school level 
should not go forward…..  

Page 1 Board Document; Page 13 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 2.1B 

MSDE shall continue the assessment of 
national, State and local government to 
assure knowledge in civics, but with a 
fundamentally different structure than that 
which currently exists…..  

Page 2 Board Document; Page 14 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 6.2 

An additional assessment in social studies 
at the middle school level shall not be 
added….  

Page 14 Board Document; Page 26 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 6.1 

The Biology HSA during the 2016-2017 
school year will be administered but 
achieving a passing score will not be a 
graduation requirement…..  

Page 13 Board Document; Page 26 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 8.2 

Administer the PARCC assessments to satisfy the 
high school assessment requirements and the 
participation requirements (95%) as specified by 
ESSA and the high school graduation 
requirements specified by the State Board (See 
3(a) of 13A.03.02.09 Diplomas and 
Certificates)….  

Page 24 Board Document; Page 38 Final Report 



Gallery Walk 
Recommendation 7.3 
• Mr. Smarick 
• Ms. Sidu 
• Dr. Salmon 

Recommendation 7.4 
• Dr. Gates 
• Ms. Halverson 
• Mr. Finn 

Recommendation 7.5 
• Ms. Iszard 
• Ms. Weeldreyer 
• Mr. Edimo 

Recommendation 7.6 
• Ms. O’Neil-Gonzalez 
• Dr. Guyton 
• Mr. Smith 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 7.3 

MSDE shall develop a clear process for 
gathering, reporting, and responding to 
concerns concerning the impact of the 
newly revised single administration and 
the developmental appropriateness of the 
PARCC assessment from school-based 
educators and test coordinators….  

Page 18 Board Document; Page 32 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 7.4 

MSDE shall publish a report of the 
observations and recommendations 
gleaned from each district. Include in the 
report steps for improving the ease of the 
assessment administration in future 
years….  

Page 19 Board Document; Page 33 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 7.5 

MSDE shall continue to report out the 
quality of early care whether districts 
choose a census or representative sampling 
approach to administering the KRA…. 

Page 20 Board Document; Page 35 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 7.6 

MSDE shall investigate the option of providing 
an accountability mechanism that will satisfy 
the federal high school assessment requirement 
and improve College and Career Readiness as 
stipulated in the College Completion Act of 2013 
or Statute §7-205.1 High School Curriculum and 
Graduation Requirements. 

Page 21 Board Document; Page 36 Final Report 



Gallery Walk 
Recommendation 7.7 
• Mr. Smarick 
• Ms. Sidu 
• Dr. Salmon 

Recommendation 3.1 
• Dr. Gates 
• Ms. Halverson 
• Mr. Finn 

Recommendation 4.2 
• Ms. Iszard 
• Ms. Weeldreyer 
• Mr. Edimo 

Recommendation 5.5 
• Ms. O’Neil-Gonzalez 
• Dr. Guyton 
• Mr. Smith 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 7.7 

MSDE shall provide resources information to 
parents on State mandated assessments that 
will:  
 a. Provide information about student 
 performance on mandated tests and how 
 teachers will use these data in their 
 classrooms…..  

Page 22 Board Document; Page 37 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 3.1 

Loosen the restrictions on who can 
administer, proctor and accommodate 
State and locally mandated assessments…  
 

Page 5 Board Document; Page 36 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 4.2 

MSDE shall form a statewide practitioner 
stakeholder advisory group to the 
dedicated PARCC Project Manager 
assigned by PARCC…. 

Page 7 Board Document; Page 17 Final Report 



Group Debrief 
Recommendation 5.5 

Provide annual need-based competitive 
technology grants to districts designed to 
minimize the impact on instruction in the 
Maryland schools with technology deficits 
that drive extended testing schedules...  

Page 12 Board Document; Page 24 Final Report 



Recommendation 7.1 
Publicize information assuring 
comparability between the 2015 and 2016 
PARCC assessment results....  
 

Page 15, 16, 25-27 Board Document;  
Page 28 Final Report 



Recommendation Categories 
 State Action 
 14 Recommendations 

 State and Local Action 
 5 Recommendations 

 Local Action 
 3 Recommendations 



Recommendation 2.2A 
The primary purpose of a standardized 
assessment may not be to attain an SLO….  

Page 3 Board Document; Page 15 Final Report 
 

 The State already supports this practice. 



Recommendation 2.2B 
School districts should require no more 
than two teacher directed SLOs for the 
purposes of meeting the student growth 
requirements within the TPE.  

Page 4 Board Document; Page 15 Final Report 
 Data indicates that the contribution of SLO 

measures to evaluation was maximized at two SLOs 
and that three or more SLOs contributed little 
additional fidelity to the evaluation process.  

 



Recommendation 5.1 
 Require Superintendents to annually report two 

measures of testing time from the prior school year 
to their county Board of Education:  
  The number of hours students spend taking mandated 

assessments, disaggregated by grade level for all 
students, English Learners, and students with disabilities 
both at the county and school levels, and  

 The number of days the school schedule was changed 
school wide, beyond an individual classroom, by 
mandated assessments for each school.  

Page 8 Board Document; Page 18 Final Report 



Next Steps 
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