
   

    
  

Learning Loss and Learning Recovery: 
Assessing Maryland’s Student Achievement Trends 

Prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

1 Source: MSDE July 1, 2021 



   

        
  

     
       

  

     
      

Performance on Third Grade Tests (2019), Students Eligible for 
Free/Reduced Meals (FARMs) 

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient Percent of Students Scoring Proficient 
(Performance Level 4 or 5) on English Language (Performance Level 4 or 5) on Mathematics 03, 

Arts 03, 2019 2019 

FARMs 23% FARMs 24% 

non-FARMs 56% non-FARMs 58% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 
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Performance on Third Grade Tests (2019), Students Eligible for 
Free/Reduced Meals (FARMs) by Race/Ethnicity 

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 
5) on English Language Arts 03, 2019 5) on Mathematics 03, 2019 

ALL STUDENTS 23% 
56% 

ALL STUDENTS 24% 
58% 

American Indian/AK Native 23% 
46% 

American Indian/AK Native 23% 
49% 

Asian 46% 
74% 

Asian 53% 
80% 

Black/African American 20% 
37% 

Black/African American 19% 
36% 

Hispanic/Latino 20% 
42% Hispanic/Latino 22% 

41% 

Two or more races 29% 
62% Two or more races 28% 

62% 

Pacific Islander/Native HI 26% 
57% Pacific Islander/Native HI 21% 

55% 

White 31% 
63% White 33% 

66% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 

FARMs non-FARMs FARMs non-FARMs 
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Performance on Third Grade Tests (2019), Students Eligible for 
Free/Reduced Meals (FARMs) by Service Group and Gender 

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 
5) on English Language Arts 03, 2019 5) on Mathematics 03, 2019 

ALL STUDENTS 
23% 

ALL STUDENTS 
24% 

56% 58% 

Students with Disabilities 
4% 

Students with Disabilities 
6% 

19% 25% 

English Learners 
12% 

20% 
English Learners 

16% 

27% 

19% 24%
Male Male 

50% 49% 

Female 
28% 

Female 
23% 

62% 57% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 

FARMs non-FARMs FARMs non-FARMs 
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Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 5) by 
Race/Ethnicity, English Language Arts 03-08 

72.4% 

70% 
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20% 

10% 

0% 

65.8% 66.6% 
69.6% 70.2% 

22.7% 23.1% 24.7% 26.3% 28.3% 
24.6% 24.6% 

28.5% 27.1% 
29.5% 

52.4% 52.2% 
55.1% 56.3% 

58.8% 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

American Indian or Alaska 
Native 
Asian 

Black or African American 

Hispanic/Latino of any race 

Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 
White 

Two or more races 

Source: MSDE. Previously presented to SBOE, August 2019 



       
  

      

   

   

   

   
 

   

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 5) by 
Race/Ethnicity, Mathematics 03-08 

70% 

67.2% 66.5% 67.5% 66.9% 
60% 

60.7% 

13.0% 
16.6% 16.4% 16.9% 17.5% 

16.1% 
20.7% 20.1% 20.7% 20.3% 

42.4% 

48.7% 48.7% 50.7% 49.5% 

American Indian or Alaska 
Native 

50% Asian 

Black or African American 
40% 

Hispanic/Latino of any race 
30% 

Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 20% 
White 

10% Two or more races 

0% 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Source: MSDE. Previously presented to SBOE, August 2019 



        
    

      

  

   
 

  
 

  

      
     

   
   

  

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 5) by Service 
Group, English Language Arts 03-08 

43.0% 42.6% 
44.7% 45.9% 

48.2% 

40.6% 40.7% 
42.9% 44.5% 

46.9% 

20.4% 20.7% 21.7% 23.0% 
25.2% 

54.6% 52.9% 54.5% 
56.8% 58.2% 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

8.4% 7.4% 10% 6.4% 6.6% 6.9% 

8.4% 7.0% 
4.1% 3.6% 0% 2.9% 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Students with Disabilities 

Not Students with Disabilities 
English Learners 

Not English Learners 
Free/Reduced Meals 

Not Free/Reduced Meals 

Note: Eligibility to receive Free or 
Reduced Price Meals under the National 
School Lunch Program is determined 
through direct certification and may also 
include annual household applications. 

Source: MSDE. Previously presented to SBOE, August 2019 



        

      

  

   
 

  
 

  

      
     

   
   

  

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 5) by Service 
Group, Mathematics 03-08 
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48.0% 46.5% 
49.3% 
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30% 

20% 16.8% 16.3% 17.1% 16.5% 
12.9% 

10.0% 9.5% 10% 8.4% 7.3% 5.6% 
8.0% 7.4% 7.3% 7.7% 

4.7% 0% 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

32.1% 

37.1% 36.6% 37.7% 36.5% 

30.5% 

35.3% 35.0% 36.4% 35.4% 

Students with Disabilities 

Not Students with Disabilities 
English Learners 

Not English Learners 
Free/Reduced Meals 

Not Free/Reduced Meals 

Note: Eligibility to receive Free or 
Reduced Price Meals under the National 
School Lunch Program is determined 
through direct certification and may also 
include annual household applications. 

Source: MSDE. Previously presented to SBOE, August 2019 



        
   

      

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 5) by Gender, 
English Language Arts 03-08 
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Source: MSDE. Previously presented to SBOE, August 2019 



        
 

      

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient (Performance Level 4 or 5) by Gender, 
Mathematics 03-08 
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Source: MSDE. Previously presented to SBOE, August 2019 



 
 

              
       

           
        

           
          

National Snapshot: 
Assessing Pandemic Learning Loss 

• Texas and Indiana provide an early look at what we might expect to see 
across the country after over a year of pandemic schooling: 

– Texas: Algebra I assessments show that in 2021, just 41 percent of 
students met grade-level expectations, down from 62 percent in 
2019. 

– Indiana: 28.6% of students statewide in grades 3 through 8 tested 
proficient in both English and Mathematics in 2021. In 2019, 37.1% 
passed. 



 
 

     
    

  
   

   
  

    
       
   

    

National Snapshot: 
Assessing Pandemic Learning Loss 

The size of these drops is 
even more startling when 
viewed over time. The figure 
shows three years of steady 
growth in Texas from 2016 
to 2019, where grade-level 
performance grew in math 
and reading in grades 3 to 8 
and in high school Algebra 
I. The pandemic wiped out 
those gains and then some. 



       
          

      

Historically in Maryland, acceleration from being below grade-
level to being on grade-level occurs for only less than 20% of 

students across English Language Arts and Mathematics. 



        

 

     

 

 
  
   

  
  
   

 
 

    
  

  
 

   

            
      

Change in Performance on Third Grade English Language Arts Tests Two Years Later 
(2015, 2016, and 2017 Third Grade Test-Takers) 

Two-Year Change, English Language Arts 03
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 100,000

 80,000

 60,000

 40,000

 20,000

 -

113,125 

18% of students 
who were not 
proficient on their 
third grade test 
were proficient on 
their fifth grade test. 

20,555 

92,570 

71,667 

17% of students 
who were proficient 
on their third grade 
test were not 
proficient on their 
fifth grade test. 

59,760 

11,907 

Third Grade Test Fifth Grade Test Third Grade Test Fifth Grade Test 

Not proficient Proficient 

1 
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Change in Performance on Third Grade Mathematics Tests Two Years Later 
(2015, 2016, and 2017 Third Grade Test-Takers) 

Two-Year Change, Mathematics 03
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who were not 
proficient on their 80,000 third grade test 
were proficient on 

10,564 

98,253 

77,157
their fifth grade test.

 60,000 

23% of students 
 40,000 who were proficient 

on their third grade 
test were not 
proficient on their 20,000 fifth grade test. 

59,313 

17,844 

-
Third Grade Test Fifth Grade Test Third Grade Test Fifth Grade Test 

Not proficient Proficient 
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What Are We Recovering To? 

The Actions We Take Now Must 
Be Different From What We’ve Done 




