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Mental Health Awareness Month - May 
Maryland School Mental Health Response Program 

Mental Health Awareness Month: Self-Care Essentials 

Spring is in full bloom, and with it comes Mental Health Awareness Month. This May let's prioritize our 
mental well-being with self-care practices that promote positivity and resilience. 

WHY SELF-CARE MATTERS 

Self-care isn't just an indulgence; it's a fundamental aspect of maintaining mental health. When we 
prioritize self-care, we bolster our resilience, acquire better stress management skills, and enhance our 
capacity to support those around us. Research demonstrates that dedicating time to self-care not only 
positively affects our mental health but also leads to improvements in physical health and overall 
quality of life. 

Simple Self-Care Strategies: 

Connect: Spend quality time with loved ones, whether it's enjoying a meal together, going for a walk, or 
simply having a conversation. Building and nurturing relationships can provide a sense of belonging 
and support, which is essential for mental well-being. 

Mindfulness: Incorporate mindfulness practices into your daily routine to cultivate awareness and 
reduce stress. Whether it's practicing deep breathing exercises, engaging in meditation, or simply 
taking a few moments to appreciate the present moment, mindfulness can help calm the mind and 
promote emotional balance. 

Get Moving: Regular physical activity is not only good for your body but also for your mind. Whether it's 
going for a run, taking a yoga class, or going for a bike ride, exercise releases endorphins that boost 
mood and reduce feelings of anxiety and depression. 

Rest: Prioritize quality sleep to recharge your body and mind. Establishing a consistent sleep schedule, 
creating a relaxing bedtime routine, and creating a comfortable sleep environment can improve sleep 
quality and promote overall well-being. 

Gratitude: Cultivate a mindset of gratitude by focusing on the positive aspects of your life. Take time 
each day to reflect on the things you're thankful for, whether it's a supportive friend, a beautiful sunset, 
or a small accomplishment. Practicing gratitude can shift your perspective and increase feelings of 
happiness and contentment. 

How Can You Help? 

Check in on loved ones and offer support. Reach out to friends, family members, and colleagues to see 
how they're doing and offer a listening ear or words of encouragement. 

Advocate for mental health awareness and access to resources. Raise awareness about the importance 
of mental health and advocate for policies and initiatives that promote mental well-being in your 
community and workplace. 

Encourage self-care practices in your community and workplace. Organize wellness events, share 
resources on self-care techniques, and create a supportive environment where individuals feel 
empowered to prioritize their mental health. 
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Mental Health Awareness Month 2023 – 2024 

Remember 

Self-care isn't selfish—it's essential. By prioritizing our own mental health, we can better support those 
around us and create a culture of well-being for all. Let's make Mental Health Awareness Month a time 
of growth, renewal, and self-care for all. 

Stay Connected 

For more information and resources on mental health awareness, visit the Maryland State Department 
of Education website or contact the School Mental Health Response Team 

Let's make Mental Health Awareness Month a time of growth, renewal, and self-care for all. 
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