
Teacher Accessibility Resources 

Introduction to Accessibility  
● Accessibility, Usability, and Inclusion from W3C Web Accessibility Initiative   
● Why: Accessibility allows users of differing ability to acquire information, engage in interactions and 

enjoy the content.  
○ Laws  

■ Section 508 
■ COMAR 

● Digital Learning 13A.04.15.07 
● Purchase and Use of Accessible Teaching and Learning Materials 13A.06.05 

■ Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG)  
○ Students with Disabilities National Center for Education Statistics  
○ Equality vs Equity vs Accessibility from Wilson Language Training   

● Resources: 
○ Accessibility Basics Usability.gov 
○ UDL at a Glance from Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) 
○ What is accessibility? From Adobe.com 
○ AEM Basics (Accessible educational materials) from NCAEM 
○ Understanding the Basics of Assistive Technology (Infographic) from Center on Technology and 

Disability (CTD) 
○ Why You Need to Care About Accessibility (Infographic) from CTD 
○ Accessibility is More Than a Checklist from CTD 

High Contrast Designs 
● Color Contrast 

○ Colors with Good Contrast - W3C (00:01:00) 
○ Contrast Checker - WebAim - Web based 
○ Colour Contrast Analyser - The Paciello Group - Download 

● Font 
○ Fonts - WebAIM - Article  
○ My Eight Favorite Free Fonts for Print Disabilities - Perkins School for The Blind eLearning - 

Blog 

Document Structure - Proper Headings 
● Word -  

○ Add a heading (00:02:07) article & video 
○ Improve accessibility with heading styles (00:1:25) 

● Google - 
○ Add a title, heading, or table of contents in a document (article) 
○ Make your document or presentation more accessible (article) 

  

https://www.w3.org/WAI/fundamentals/accessibility-usability-inclusion/
https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/communications-and-it/about-the-section-508-standards/section-508-standards
http://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ITSLM/accessibility/13A.04.15.07DigitalLearning.pdf
http://marylandpublicschools.org/stateboard/Documents/09242019/TabP-13A.06.05PurchaseUseAccessibleTeachingLearningMaterials.pdf
https://www.w3.org/WAI/standards-guidelines/wcag/
https://nces.ed.gov/FastFacts/display.asp?id=64
https://www.wilsonlanguage.com/accessibility-and-universal-design-for-learning/
https://www.usability.gov/what-and-why/accessibility.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDvKnY0g6e4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.adobe.com/accessibility/gettingstarted.html
http://aem.cast.org/about/aem-basics.html
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/library/2016-08-19/understanding-basics-assistive-technology
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/library/2016-08-19/why-you-need-care-about-accessibility
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/sites/default/files/file_attachments/AccessibilityMTChecklist-508-WEB.pdf
https://www.w3.org/WAI/perspective-videos/contrast/
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://developer.paciellogroup.com/resources/contrastanalyser/
https://webaim.org/techniques/fonts/
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/blog/my-eight-favorite-free-fonts-print-disabilities
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/add-a-heading-3eb8b917-56dc-4a17-891a-a026b2c790f2
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-improve-accessibility-with-heading-styles-68f1eeff-6113-410f-8313-b5d382cc3be1
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/116338
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6199477


● Resources: 

○ Accessibility checker overview (video) from  Microsoft support 
○ Create more accessible Word documents from Microsoft support (7 videos)  
○ Accessibility Training - Google for Education (12 Youtube Videos) 
○ An Overview of Google Docs Accessibility Options (video) from Richard Byrne  
○ Make your document or presentation more accessible from Google 
○ G Suite user guide to accessibility from Google 

Alt Text for Images 
● Word  

○  Improve accessibility with alt text (00:02:07) 
○ Add alternative text to a shape, picture, chart, SmartART graphic, or other object (article) 

● Google - 
○ Make your document or presentation more accessible (article) 
○ How to Add Alt Text to Images in Google Documents (00:04:18) 

Descriptive Links 
● Word -  

○ Create accessible links in Word (00:02:09) 
○ Create or edit a hyperlink (article) 

● Google - 
○ Make your document or presentation more accessible (article) 

Tables 
● Word 

○ Create accessible tables in Word (00:02:18) 
○ Creating an Accessible Table in Word (article) 

● Google 
○ Creating an accessible table in Google Docs is currently limited due to inability to properly 

designate header rows or columns. 

Accessibility Checker 
● Word 

○ Check document accessibility in Word (00:01:10) 
● Google  

○ Grackle Docs (add-on; freemium)  accessibility tool 
● Resources: 

○ Tools to Improve the Accessibility of Documents, Slides, Videos, and Websites from 
PracticalEdTech.com 

○ AIM Explorer - (NCAEM)  simulates some of the features found in e-books, online programs, 
web browsers, and digital text. 

○ UMD - DIY - IT Accessibility - Six Essential Steps (PDF)  

https://support.office.com/en-gb/article/video-check-the-accessibility-of-your-document-9d660cba-1fcd-45ad-a9d1-c4f4b5eb5b7d
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/video-check-the-accessibility-of-your-document-9d660cba-1fcd-45ad-a9d1-c4f4b5eb5b7d
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP7Bvyb3ap46yvUoQVHXDIEf3lc-P5_lV&app=desktop
https://youtu.be/w90cW9sh3zs
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6199477
https://support.google.com/a/answer/1631886?hl=en
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-improve-accessibility-with-alt-text-9c57ee44-bb48-40e3-aad4-7647fc1dba51
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/add-alternative-text-to-a-shape-picture-chart-smartart-graphic-or-other-object-44989b2a-903c-4d9a-b742-6a75b451c669
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6199477
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLtx-qUNKJwDz6b_3NaGTkGXaTPrLCpacY&v=lUtp0VjOI6k
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-create-accessible-links-in-word-28305cc8-3be2-417c-a313-dc22082d1ee0
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/create-or-edit-a-hyperlink-5d8c0804-f998-4143-86b1-1199735e07bf
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6199477
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-create-accessible-tables-in-word-cb464015-59dc-46a0-ac01-6217c62210e5
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/digital-transitions/creating-accessible-table-word
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/video-check-the-accessibility-of-your-document-9d660cba-1fcd-45ad-a9d1-c4f4b5eb5b7d
https://gsuite.google.com/marketplace/app/grackle_docs/1085622905455
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zYi6EkLAASrvp74pI7fx5BgMyFi-Wd1y-O39zZWjv1c/edit
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aim-explorer.html
https://itaccessibility.umd.edu/sites/default/files/AccessibilityHandout2-6-19.pdf


Media  
● Captions 

○ YouTube  
■ Add your own subtitles & closed captions - YouTube Help - Article  
■ Use automatic captioning - YouTube Help - Article  
■ Adjusting settings for closed captioning (00:03:05)  
■ Caption editing process (00:02:46)   

● Transcripts 
○ How do I export the Youtube auto-generated captions? - TITANium Resource Center - Article  
○ How to Convert SRT File to Text File - (00:02:01) 

● Resources 
○ Captions, Transcripts, and Audio Descriptions - WebAIM - Article 
○ Captions and Transcript and Audio Description, Oh My! - The Paciello Group - Article  

Presentations 
● MS PowerPoint 

○ Subtitles (video)  browser version  desktop version 
○ Accessibility video training course - Create more accessible PowerPoint presentations 

● Google slides 
○ Automatic subtitles (video)   
○ Adding alt text (video)   
○ Make your document or presentation more accessible from Google 
○ G Suite user guide to accessibility from Google 

Operating system 
○ Mac Accessibility options from Apple  
○ Turn on Chromebook accessibility features from Google 

Website accessibility 
○ Microsoft Edge: Use Immersive Reader tool   
○ Safari: Reader View eliminates ads and distractions 
○ Google Chrome: Accessibility Extensions  
○ Firefox:  Accessibility Settings 
○ 5 Website Accessibility Checkers You Need Today  from MediaCurrent.com 
○ Responsive Checker  

 

Accessibility Resources 

Accessibility Websites 
● National Center on Accessible Educational Materials (NCAEM)  aem.cast.org 
● W3C Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) Introduction to Web Accessibility 
● W3C Web Content AccessibilityGuidelines (WCAG) 

https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2734796?hl=en
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/6373554?hl=en
https://youtu.be/p0NgXg7A5U8
https://youtu.be/4eCdC47AKJM
https://titaniumhelp.fullerton.edu/m/FAQ/l/498105-how-do-i-export-the-youtube-auto-generated-captions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RN7acH4QZ74
https://webaim.org/techniques/captions/
https://developer.paciellogroup.com/blog/2019/07/captions-and-transcripts-and-audio-descriptions-oh-my/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrLRJlbNlRc
https://youtu.be/IvXO47uaPpc
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/794fc5da-f686-464d-8c29-1c6ab8515465?wt.mc_id=otc_accessibility_video_training
https://youtu.be/cuH8n0UqpJU
https://youtu.be/Z5RnzMfj9Qk
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6199477
https://support.google.com/a/answer/1631886?hl=en
https://www.apple.com/accessibility/mac/
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/177893?hl=en
https://www.onenote.com/learningtools
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=apple+safari+reader#id=4&vid=6d7676862b901da1b53850133246dba4&action=click
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/category/ext/22-accessibility
https://mzl.la/2DSxHhy
https://www.mediacurrent.com/blog/5-website-accessibility-checkers
https://www.websiteplanet.com/webtools/responsive-checker/
http://aem.cast.org/about
https://www.w3.org/WAI/fundamentals/accessibility-intro/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/


Further Reading 
● Keep Accessibility in Mind for Modern Learning Environments by Jennifer Brown from EdTech 

Magazine 
● Accessibility in K-12 Education: Why Its Importance Transcends a Mere “Check in a Box” by Dineo 

Maine from EdSurge Independent 
● What Every Teacher Needs to Know About Website Accessibility from eChalk blog 
● 3 steps to a more accessible classroom by Danise Olague from Common Sense Media 
● Accessibility (Policy) from the Digital Learning Collaborative - history and best practices 
● Back-to-School Accessibility Checklist by Elizabeth Barker from The American Consortium for Equity in 

Education  
● As tech giants focus on accessibility tools, the equation changes for education by  Patience Wait from 

EdScoop.com 
● Designing for users (posters) 
● 20 Tips for teaching an Accessible Online Course from Access Cyberlearning 

White Papers/Policy Briefs 
● Questions and Answers on Providing Services to Children with Disabilities During the Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 Outbreak (2020) from US Department of Education 
● The Accessibility of Learning Content for All Students, Including Students with Disabilities, Must be 

Addressed in the Shift to Digital Instructional Materials (2004) from State Educational Technology 
Directors Association (SEDTA) 

● Supporting Students with Disabilities in K-12 Online and Blended Learning (2018) from Michigan Virtual 
Learning Research Institute 

Online Courses 
● Making Everyday Curriculum Materials Accessible for All Learners from AEM - 5 modules: Introduction, 

Documents, Captioned videos, Specialized formats, Digital materials.  Each module is 1 hr webinar 
plus 1-3 hrs of additional read/watch/listen and reflection. 

https://edtechmagazine.com/k12/article/2019/06/keep-accessibility-mind-modern-learning-environments
https://edsurgeindependent.com/accessibility-in-k-12-education-why-its-importance-transcends-a-mere-check-in-a-box-3afd5cb32f67
https://www.echalk.com/blog/2019/5/15/what-every-teacher-needs-to-know-about-website-accessibility
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/3-steps-to-a-more-accessible-classroom
https://www.digitallearningcollab.com/accessibility
https://ace-ed.org/back-to-school-accessibility-checklist/
https://edscoop.com/learning-accessibility-tools-mainstream-microsoft-apple-google/
https://mjsamberg.github.io/courses/dlprograms/content/karwai-infographics.png
https://www.washington.edu/doit/sites/default/files/atoms/files/20_Tips_Designing_Courses_5_7_20.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
https://www.setda.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SETDA_PolicyBrief_Accessibility_FNL.5.29.pdf
https://www.setda.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SETDA_PolicyBrief_Accessibility_FNL.5.29.pdf
https://michiganvirtual.org/research/publications/supporting-students-with-disabilities-in-k-12-online-and-blended-learning/
http://aem.cast.org/about/new-educator-training.html
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