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EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

Over 100 5th grade students participated in a project that provided friendship and social
interaction for the veterans living at the Charlotte Hall Veteran's Home. The students visited
the veterans and invited them to events at our school, made cards, listened and learned the
wealth of knowledge the veterans were able to share.

Meet a recognized community need: The veteran's home is just 2 miles from our school.
The students were aware that many veterans who reside at the home are lonely, depressed
and rarely visited. They felt that since these men and women are members of our
community, members who provided a service for our country, that it was our responsibility
to help with their need for friendship.

Achieve curricular objectives: The students were required to write letters to the
veterans. Biography is a genre that the students are required to study, therefore, they read
a biography to each of the veterans. Students met many math objectives while completing a
task in which they planned the Valentine Social.

Reflect through the service-learning experience: The students were encouraged to
reflect on the project through class discussions, journal writing, creation of a PowerPoint
presentation and displays, and newsletter articles.

Develop student responsibility: The students developed responsibility by choosing the
activities we carried out and by organizing the Valentine Social.

Establish community partnerships: The principal and myself contacted the veteran's
home to plan a meeting with the events coordinator.

Equip students with knowledge and skills needed for service: Students learned about
the veteran's home and the residents.



