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TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 

FROM: Karen B. Salmon, Ph.D. 

DATE: January 30, 2018 

SUBJECT: Request from Local School Systems for Calendar Modifications- Addendum  
 

PURPOSE: 

To consider the conditional waiver request to use State holidays as inclement weather make-up days 
for Dorchester County Public Schools, Saint Mary’s County Public Schools, and Wicomico County 
Public Schools for the 2017-2018 school year. Also to consider the request to waive two days of 
student attendance for Wicomico County Public Schools for the 2017-2018 school year.  

BACKGROUND/HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 

On August 31, 2016, Governor Larry Hogan issued Executive Order 01.01.2016.09 which requires all 
Maryland kindergarten through grade 12 public schools to open for pupil attendance no earlier than the 
Tuesday immediately following the nationally observed Labor Day holiday. The school year for every 
public school in Maryland shall adjourn no later than June 15. 

Education Article §7-103 requires that schools be open for student attendance for 180 days. The State 
Board of Education has the authority to adjust the length of the school year by granting waivers of the 
180-day requirement.  Such adjustments may be granted if normal school attendance is prevented 
because of natural disaster, civil disaster, or severe weather conditions. Subsection (b) (iv) provides the 
State Board the authority to permit schools to open on holidays because of closures related to severe 
weather conditions. 

The conditions for granting a waiver of the 180-day school year requirement are specified in Code of 
Maryland Regulation (COMAR) 13A.02.01.04 and include the following: 

1. The school system demonstrates they have made sufficient effort in providing instruction 
through calendar planning and modifications; and 

2. Natural disasters, civil disasters, or severe weather conditions are sufficiently significant to 
warrant a waiver of days. 

 
The conditions required for waiver applications are specified in COMAR 13A.02.01.04 (C) and 
includes the following: 

1. The local school system developed a calendar which included days to be used to make-up 
days lost.  Depending upon past experience, this number could range from 3 to 10 days; and 
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2. The local school system has modified its calendar by scheduling school on make-up days 
provided in the original calendar and by extending the school year 3 days beyond the 
previously scheduled closing date. 
 

In considering applications for waivers, the State Board of Education may waive the final day needed 
to complete the 180-day schedule if that day falls on a Monday. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

1. Dorchester County Public Schools were closed on January 4, 5, 8, and 9, 2018. The request 
submitted by Dorchester County Public Schools on January 19, 2018 asks for a conditional 
waiver to use February 19, 2018, Presidents’ Day, as a snow make-up day, if needed. 
Dorchester County Public Schools has used four of the five snow days built into its School 
Calendar and has scheduled June 14, 2018 as the last day of the school year. 

2. Saint Mary’s County Public Schools were closed on January 4, 5, and 9, 2018.  The request 
submitted by Saint Mary’s County Public Schools on January 9, 2018 asks for a conditional 
waiver to use February19, 2018, Presidents’ Day and April 2, 2018, the Monday after Easter as 
snow make-up days, if needed.  Saint Mary’s County Public Schools has used the three snow 
days in its School Calendar and has scheduled June 15, 2018 as the last day of the school year.  
Presidents’ Day and the Monday after Easter were approved by the local board as potential 
make-up days.   

3. Wicomico County Public Schools were closed on January 4, 5, 8, 9, and 10, 2018.  The request 
submitted by Wicomico County Public Schools on January 19, 2018 asks for a two-day waiver 
of the 180-day instructional day requirement and a conditional waiver to use February 19, 
2018, Presidents’ Day as a snow make-up day, if needed. Wicomico County Public Schools has 
used the three snow days in its School Calendar by extending the scheduled June 12, 2018 to 
June 15, 2018 as the last day of the school year. 

ACTION: 

1. It is being requested that the Maryland State Board of Education approve the conditional 
waiver to open school on February 19, 2018, Presidents’ Day for Dorchester County Public 
Schools, if needed for the 2017-2018 school year. 

2. It is requested that the Maryland State Board of Education approve the conditional waiver to 
open school on February 19, 2018, Presidents’ Day and April 2, 2018, the Monday after Easter 
for Saint Mary’s County Public Schools, if needed for the 2017-2018 school year. 

3. It is being requested that the Maryland State Board of Education approve the conditional 
waiver to open schools on February 19, 2018, Presidents’ Day for Wicomico County Public 
Schools as a snow make-up day, if needed and the two-day waiver of the 180-day instructional 
day requirement for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Attachment: Waiver Requests from Dorchester, Saint Mary’s and Wicomico Counties Public Schools. 
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School System
# of Days Closed to 
Date

# of Inclement 
Weather Days in 
Calendar

Scheduled Year End 
Date 

Requested Conditional 
Opening on Presidents' 
Day

Requested 
Conditional Opening 
on Monday after 
Easter

Requested Waiver 
of the 180-day 
Instructional 
Requirement

Dorchester County Public 
Schools 4 5 14-Jun-18 Yes No No
St. Mary's County Public 
Schools 3 5 15-Jun-18 Yes Yes No
Wicomico County Public 
Schools 5 3 12-Jun-18 Yes No Yes  
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Diana L. Mitchell, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF DORCHESTER COUNTY 

700 Glasgow Street 
Cambridge, Maryland 21613 

410-228-4747 - 410-228-1847 Fax 
www.dcps.kl2.md.us 

January 19,2018 

Dr. Karen Salmon, State Superintendent 
Maryland State Department of Education 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Dear Dr. Salmon: 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Glenn L. Bramble 
President 

Philip W. Rice 
Vice President 

LeOtha Hull 

Laura H. Layton 

Glen A. Payne, Sr. 

I am writing to request a conditional waiver to use February 19, 2018, Presidents' Day, as 
a snow make-up day, if needed. Presently, we have used four of the five days snow days we 
have built into our School Calendar. The Dorchester County Board of Education did approve this 
conditional waiver during the January 18, 2018 Open Board Meeting. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact me at 410-228-4 7 4 7, 
ext. 1001, if you have any questions. 

c: Board Members 

Sincerely, 

P~t'5JZ_ 
Diana L. Mitchell, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

STUDENT MISSION PLEDGE: "All students will finish their programs of study and become college and career ready." 



Phone; 301-475·5511 ext. 32178; Fax: 301-475-4270 

Dr. Karen B. Salmon 
State Superintendent of Schools 
Maryland State Department of Education 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201-2595 

Dear Dr. Salmon: 

January 9, 2018 

St. Mary's County Public Schools 
Central Administration 

Office of the Superintendent 
23160 Moakley Street, Suite 109 
Leonardtown, Maryland 20650 

Mr. J. Scott Smith 
Superintendent 

On behalf of the Board of Education of St. Mary's County, and in accordance with 
Education Article §7-103, Annotated Code of Maryland, I respectfully request that you grant a 
waiver for St. Mary's County Public Schools (SMCPS) to be open if necessary on Monday, 
February 19, 2018 (President's Day), and Monday, April 2, 2018 (the Monday after Easter). 
Considering that we are likely to experience additional inclement weather days, these days 
would be utilized as make-up days should it be necessary to close schools for additional days as 
we progress through this school year. 

To date, SMCPS has used three (3) of its inclement weather days in this year's calendar. 
The school system's approved calendar (attached) has included five (5) total inclement 
weather dates: three (3) at the end of the school year (June 12-14); and two (2) additional days 
identified in our published calendar as possible make up days (February 19 and April 2). 
Typically, St. Mary's County experiences more severe weather in late January and early 
February, and it is rare for us to have this many closings in early January. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact me at 301-475-5511, 
x32178 if you have any questions. 

cc: Board of Education 

Sincerely, 

J. Scott Smith, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

St. Mary's County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, age, national origin, marital status, 
sexual orientation, religion, or disability in matters affecting employment or providing access to programs. 











WICOMICO COUNTY

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

tsoxnn oF EpucATnoN oF' M[lcoMnco Couxry
P.O. Box 1538

2424 NoRTHGATE DRtvE

SaLTSBURY, MD 2 ¡ aoz-l 538

4 t o-677-4400
FAX 4 t O-677-4444

www.wcboe.org

January I9,20I8

DoNALD L. FTTZGERALD

PREs I D ENT

N. EUGENE MALoNE, JR.
VtcE PRESTDENT

ALLEN C. BRowN, SR.

MIcHAEL G. MURRAY

JoHN PALMER

WILLIAM K. TURNER

MARIA A. WALLER
DoNNA C. HaNLrN, ED.D.

SUPERTNTENDENT oF ScHooLs

Dr. Karen Salmon
State Superintendent
Maryland State Department of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Dear Dr. Salmon,

Pursuant to Section $7-103 of the Education Article, I am writing to request that the State Board of Education
grarft an adjustment to the lengfh of the 2017-2018 school year for Wicomico County Public Schools (WCPS),
and grant a conditional waiver to open schools on Presidents' Day.

The first request to adjust the length of the school year is made based upon severe weather conditions
experienced in early January on the lower Eastern Shore of Maryland. Conditions caused by V/inter Storm
Grayson resulted in the unusual closure of our schools for five consecutive school days. Conditions were so
severe on the Lower Shore that the Governor declared a State of Emergency for Somerset, 

'Worcester, 
and

Wicomico counties for Thursday, January 4th and Friday, January 5th. Wicomico County and the City of
Salisbury also had a State of Emergency on those two days and through the weekend. With 15+ inches of snow,
high winds, and single-digit temperatures, our schools were not able to reopen until Thursday, January 1lth due
to road and walkway conditions throughout our county. Based upon this State of Emergency, I am requesting
that two school days be waived from the required 180-day school year for students.

WCPS built three snow days into the 2017-2018 school calendar, which we will use, taking us up to the
mandatory end of the school year, June 15, 2018. In the event of additional weather requiring the closure of
school, the Wicomico County Board of Education has approved further adjustment to our school calendar,
converting a future professional day to a school day for students. Should a second day of closure be required in
W'icomico County, I am requesting a conditional waiver from the State Board of Education to open schools to
students on Presidents' Day. I am seeking this conditional waiver now recognizingthat the State Board meets
on January 30,2018, and then not again until after Presidents' Day.

Thank you very much for considering this request. Please contact me for fuither clarification if needed

Respectfully,

Donna C. Hanlin, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

THE WcoMtco couNTy BoARò oF EÞucarroN DoEs Nor DtscRrMtNATE tN ADM¡sstoNS, AccEss, TREATMENT, oR EMpLoyMENT lN trs pRocRAMs aND acrtvtrtEs
ON THE BASIS OF RACE, SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATON, MARITAL STATUS, COLOR, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, NATIONAL ORIG¡N, CREEÞ, RELIGION, AGE,

ANCESTRY, GENET¡C INFORMATION, OR PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITY.
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TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 

FROM: Karen B. Salmon, Ph.D. 

DATE: January 30, 2018 

SUBJECT: Request from Local School Systems for Calendar Modifications- Addendum  
 

PURPOSE: 

To consider the conditional waiver request to open school on Presidents’ Day as an inclement weather 
make-up day for Talbot County Public Schools for the 2017-2018 school year.  

BACKGROUND/HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 

On August 31, 2016, Governor Larry Hogan issued Executive Order 01.01.2016.09 which requires all 
Maryland kindergarten through grade 12 public schools to open for pupil attendance no earlier than the 
Tuesday immediately following the nationally observed Labor Day holiday. The school year for every 
public school in Maryland shall adjourn no later than June 15. 

Education Article §7-103 requires that schools be open for student attendance for 180 days. The State 
Board of Education has the authority to adjust the length of the school year by granting waivers of the 
180-day requirement.  Such adjustments may be granted if normal school attendance is prevented 
because of natural disaster, civil disaster, or severe weather conditions. Subsection (b) (iv) provides the 
State Board the authority to permit schools to open on holidays because of closures related to severe 
weather conditions. 

The conditions for granting a waiver of the 180-day school year requirement are specified in Code of 
Maryland Regulation (COMAR) 13A.02.01.04 and include the following: 

1. The school system demonstrates they have made sufficient effort in providing instruction 
through calendar planning and modifications; and 

2. Natural disasters, civil disasters, or severe weather conditions are sufficiently significant to 
warrant a waiver of days. 

 
The conditions required for waiver applications are specified in COMAR 13A.02.01.04 (C) and 
includes the following: 

1. The local school system developed a calendar which included days to be used to make-up 
days lost.  Depending upon past experience, this number could range from 3 to 10 days; and 
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2. The local school system has modified its calendar by scheduling school on make-up days 
provided in the original calendar and by extending the school year 3 days beyond the 
previously scheduled closing date. 
 

In considering applications for waivers, the State Board of Education may waive the final day needed 
to complete the 180-day schedule if that day falls on a Monday. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Talbot County Public Schools were closed on January 4, 5, 8, and 9, 2018. The request submitted by 
Talbot County Public Schools on January 18, 2018 asks for a conditional waiver to use February 19, 
2018, Presidents’ Day, as a snow make-up day, if needed. Talbot County Public Schools has used the 
four snow days built into its School Calendar and has scheduled June 13, 2018 as the last day of the 
school year. 

ACTION: 

It is being requested that the Maryland State Board of Education approve the conditional waiver to 
open school on February 19, 2018, Presidents’ Day for Talbot County Public Schools, if needed for the 
2017-2018 school year. 

 

 

Attachment: Waiver Request form Talbot County Public Schools. 
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School Systems Calendar Modifications 

Revised 1/22/18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School System
# of Days Closed to 
Date

# of Inclement 
Weather Days in 
Calendar

Scheduled Year End 
Date 

Requested Conditional 
Opening on Presidents' 
Day

Requested 
Conditional Opening 
on Monday after 
Easter

Requested Waiver 
of the 180-day 
Instructional 
Requirement

Dorchester County Public 
Schools 4 5 14-Jun-18 Yes No No
St. Mary's County Public 
Schools 3 5 15-Jun-18 Yes Yes No
Talbot County Public Schools 4 4 13-Jun-18 Yes No No
Wicomico County Public 
Schools 5 3 12-Jun-18 Yes No Yes  
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TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 

FROM: Karen B. Salmon, Ph.D. 

DATE: January 30, 2018 

SUBJECT: Request from Local School Systems for Calendar Modifications- Addendum #2 
 

PURPOSE: 

1. To consider the conditional waiver request to open school on Presidents’ Day as an inclement 
weather make-up day for Caroline County Public Schools for the 2017-2018 school year.  
 

2. To request that the State Board grant authority to the State Superintendent of Schools to 
approve additional requests from local school superintendents to open schools on Presidents’ 
Day.  

BACKGROUND/HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 

On August 31, 2016, Governor Larry Hogan issued Executive Order 01.01.2016.09 which requires all 
Maryland kindergarten through grade 12 public schools to open for pupil attendance no earlier than the 
Tuesday immediately following the nationally observed Labor Day holiday. The school year for every 
public school in Maryland shall adjourn no later than June 15. 

Education Article §7-103 requires that schools be open for student attendance for 180 days. The State 
Board of Education has the authority to adjust the length of the school year by granting waivers of the 
180-day requirement.  Such adjustments may be granted if normal school attendance is prevented 
because of natural disaster, civil disaster, or severe weather conditions. Subsection (b) (iv) provides the 
State Board the authority to permit schools to open on holidays because of closures related to severe 
weather conditions. 

The conditions for granting a waiver of the 180-day school year requirement are specified in Code of 
Maryland Regulation (COMAR) 13A.02.01.04 and include the following: 

1. The school system demonstrates they have made sufficient effort in providing instruction 
through calendar planning and modifications; and 

2. Natural disasters, civil disasters, or severe weather conditions are sufficiently significant to 
warrant a waiver of days. 

 
The conditions required for waiver applications are specified in COMAR 13A.02.01.04 (C) and 
includes the following: 
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1. The local school system developed a calendar which included days to be used to make-up 
days lost.  Depending upon past experience, this number could range from 3 to 10 days; and 

2. The local school system has modified its calendar by scheduling school on make-up days 
provided in the original calendar and by extending the school year 3 days beyond the 
previously scheduled closing date. 
 

In considering applications for waivers, the State Board of Education may waive the final day needed 
to complete the 180-day schedule if that day falls on a Monday. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Caroline County Public Schools were closed on January 4, 5, 8, and 9, 2018. The request submitted by 
Caroline County Public Schools on January 24, 2018 asks for a conditional waiver to use February 19, 
2018, Presidents’ Day, as a snow make-up day, if needed. Caroline County Public Schools has used all 
four snow days built into its School Calendar and has scheduled June 15, 2018 as the last day of the 
school year. 

The Maryland State Department of Education anticipates additional school systems may request to 
open schools on Presidents’ Day, February 19, 2018, in the event of severe winter weather over the 
next three weeks.  As the State Board does not meet again until February 27, 2018, it is requested that 
the Maryland State Board of Education grant authority to the State Superintendent of Schools to 
approve additional requests from local school superintendents to open school on Presidents’ Day.  

 

ACTION: 

1. It is being requested that the Maryland State Board of Education approve the conditional 
waiver to open school on February 19, 2018, Presidents’ Day for Caroline County Public 
Schools, if needed for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

2. It is requested that the Maryland State Board of Education grant authority to the State 
Superintendent of Schools to approve additional requests from local school superintendents to 
open school on Presidents’ Day. 

 

 

Attachment: Waiver Request from Caroline County Public Schools. 

 



2017-2018 
School Systems Calendar Modifications 

Revised 1/25/18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School System
# of Days Closed to 
Date

# of Inclement 
Weather Days in 
Calendar

Scheduled Year End 
Date 

Requested Conditional 
Opening on Presidents' 
Day

Requested 
Conditional Opening 
on Monday after 
Easter

Requested Waiver 
of the 180-day 
Instructional 
Requirement

Caroline County Public Schools 4 4 15-Jun-18 Yes No No
Dorchester County Public 
Schools 4 5 14-Jun-18 Yes No No
St. Mary's County Public 
Schools 3 5 15-Jun-18 Yes Yes No

Talbot County Public Schools 4 4 13-Jun-18 Yes No No
Wicomico County Public 
Schools 5 3 12-Jun-18 Yes No Yes  
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