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Review of recent discussions 
□ Performance Level 3 (725) as 

graduation requirement 
□ Point in time increase 

□ Score requirement would change from 
725 to 750 in 2019-2020 

□ Gradual, incremental score increase 
□ For SY 2016-2017, a score of 725 
□ For SY 2017-2018, a score of 733 
□ For SY 2018-2019, a score of 741 
□ For SY 2019-2020 and beyond, a score of 750 
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Graduation Assessment Requirement 
Overview 

□ The four year incremental model 
□ Timeline for roll out 
□ Pathways to meeting graduation 

requirements 
□ Next steps 
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College and Career Readiness 
“Readiness means being prepared to 
successfully complete credit-bearing college 
coursework or industry certification without 
remediation, having the academic skills and 
self-motivation necessary to persist and 
progress in postsecondary education, and 
having identified career goals and the 
necessary steps to achieve them.” 
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Success at Every Step: How 23 Programs Support Youth on the  
Path to College and Beyond. (2009) American Youth Policy Forum. 



PARCC Performance Levels 
PARCC Scale Scores 

(SSs) 
PARCC Performance 

Levels (PLs) PL Descriptors (PLDs) 

800 Level 5^ Exceeded expectations 

750 Level 4^ Met expectations 

725 Level 3 Approached expectations 

700 Level 2 Partially met expectations 

650 Level 1 Did not yet meet expectations 

 
 

Level 3, Approached Expectations- students who achieve this level are on the path to 
College and Career Readiness and have surpassed prior minimum score expectations. 
 
^Levels 4 and 5 denote College and Career Readiness (CCR); students who achieve 
these levels will be able to enter directly into entry-level, credit-bearing college courses 
upon graduation in Mathematics and English without having to take placement tests or 
remedial coursework. 
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http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-design/ela-literacy/ela-performance-level-descriptors


PARCC Tests Implementation  

□ Students are currently required to participate 
in the first 2 operational years (the 2014-
2015 and 2015-2016 school years) in 
PARCC Algebra I and English 10. 

□ Under the current plan, the passing score 
requirement will go into effect for the 2016-
2017 school year 
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Incremental Increase  
Four Years, 725-750 
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COMAR 13A.03.02.09  
Achieve a passing score [as established by the Department] on the Maryland 
High School Assessments for algebra and English in the following way;  

(1) For SY 2016-2017, a score of 725 

(2) For SY 2017-2018, a score of 733 

(3) For SY 2018-2019, a score of 741 

(4) For SY 2019-2020 and beyond, a score of 750, and 

(5) For any student who must take a re-test of the Maryland High School 
Assessment in English 10 and/or Algebra I the passing score on the re-test 
for that student shall be the passing score in the year in which the student 
first took the assessment. 

The State Board will review the graduation assessment requirements and 
scores at least yearly through the end of the implementation. 

 



What role does the Bridge Plan for 
Academic Validation play in this process? 
● After a student does not meet the passing score of an 

assessment once, he/she can begin working on the 
Bridge Project for that content. 

● Working on the project is helpful remediation and can 
prepare students for the next administration of the 
assessment 

● Students must take the assessment a second time; if 
they fail again, they continue or begin working on the 
Bridge Plan which, if they “pass”, it will satisfy the 
graduation requirement for that assessment 
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Bridge Plan for Academic Validation 
COMAR 13A.03.02.06 
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   A student shall participate in the Bridge Plan for Academic Validation if the 
   student has:  

(a) Failed one or more Maryland High School Assessments at least twice;  
(b) Received a passing grade and earned credit in the course or courses 
related to the assessment or assessments;  
(c) Demonstrated overall satisfactory attendance in the most recent school 
year completed; and  
(d) Demonstrated satisfactory progress toward achieving the high school 
diploma requirements specified in COMAR 13A.03.02.09B(1) and (2);and 
(e) Participated successfully in appropriate assistance as defined in §C of 
this regulation after having failed one or more of the Maryland High 
School Assessments. 



Equivalent pathways for meeting 
assessment graduation requirements 

COMAR 13A.03.02.09 -  
If a student has not achieved 
a passing score on the 
Maryland High School 
Assessment in English 10 
and/or Algebra I, then they 
may achieve a score as 
established by the 
Department on Department-
approved assessments for 
algebra and/or English, 
aligned with the Maryland 
High School Assessments 
such as Advanced 
Placement examinations, 
SAT, ACT, and International 
Baccalaureate examinations. 
 (MD CCR/CCA 2013) 
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Combined Score Pathway for PARCC 
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School Year Combined Eng10/Alg 1 
Passing Score 

SY 2016-2017 1450 

SY 2017-2018 1466 

SY 2018-2019 1482 

SY 2019-2020 
and beyond 

1500 



Next Steps… 
MSDE BOE 
Meetings Actions  

April or May 
2016 

Review/approve language for COMAR 
13A.03.02.02, .06 and .09 with permission to 
publish 

Summer 2016 
Approve COMAR changes 
 
Minimum score requirements for grades 3-8 
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