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TO: Members of the Mary]and)(ate Board of Education
FROM: Jack R. Smith, Ph.D.

DATE: April 26, 2016

SUBJECT: College and Career Readiness Determination
PURPOSE:

The purpose of this agenda item is to inform the State Board on the progress of the implementation of
the College and Career Readiness and College Completion Act of 2013 by the local education agencies
(LEAS).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

The College and Career Readiness and College Completion Act was passed into law in 2013. The law
requires the Maryland State Department of Education, in collaboration with LEAs and Institutions of
Higher Education (IHEs), to determine whether students, no later than the end of 11" grade, are ready
for college-level credit-bearing course work in English Language Arts, literacy and mathematics. The
new law goes into effect for students enrolled as 11th graders during the 2015-2016 school year. The
law specifically addresses the need for this collaborative group to determine the college placement
examinations to be used to make this determination. Additionally, the law states that students who are
not determined as college and career ready will enroll in “transition courses or other instructional
opportunities” and be reassessed at the end of the 12" grade to determine their status.

Further, the law requires that “students in 9" grade in the 2014-2015 school year shall enroll in a
mathematics course in each year of high school that the student attends”. However, there exists
language in the law stating that the determination status “may not preclude or replace enrollment in a
course otherwise required for graduation from high school™.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

After passage of the law in 2013, the Maryland State Department of Education worked in collaboration
with the Public Schools Superintendents Association of Maryland (PSSAM) and the Maryland
Association of Community Colleges (MACC); we met regularly to discuss criteria to determine
students as college- and career-ready. As a result of this work, the stakeholder group outlined the
assessments LEAs would use (see Attachment 1) to determine both college readiness and career
readiness. Throughout the process, LEAs have been working, in consultation with MSDE, on the
outline for transition courses and other instructional opportunities that students who have not met the
determination will be required to enroll in during their 12" grade year.
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Local Education Agencies (LEAs) across the state have administered assessments to many 11" graders

with the culmination of those assessments to take place during the 2015-2016 administration of
PARCC English 11 and PARCC Algebra II, two of the assessments determined as acceptable by the
stakeholder group.

In May 2016, MSDE will present four regional forums across the state aimed at familiarizing
principals, school counselors, local accountability coordinators, central office staff and others of the
implementation process and the transition program to occur during the 2016-2017 school year. The

stakeholder group will meet regularly to review the criteria and make changes as necessary from one
year to the next.

ACTION:

For information only.

Attachment
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