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Ab out  
Fre e  St a t e  PTA

Free State PTA is a state-leve l branch of Na tiona l PTA, representing 
pa rents , teachers , s tudents , and community members . Free  S ta te  
PTA works  to promote  the  welfa re  of children and youth, fos tering 
collabora tion be tween pa rents , educa tors , and s takeholders  to 
enhance  educa tion and well-be ing.

Free  S ta te  PTA engages  in va rious  activities , such a s  advoca ting for 
educa tion-re la ted policies , providing resources  and programs  for 
pa rents  and teachers , supporting school improvement e fforts , and 
organizing events  tha t encourage  family involvement in educa tion.

Free  S ta te  PTA plays  a  s ignificant role  in connecting loca l PTAs  
across  the  s ta te , amplifying the ir collective  voice , and s triving to 
crea te  a  pos itive  impact on educa tion and children's  lives  in Maryland.



Our Mis s ion and  Vis ion

Mis s ion

Eve ry Child . One  Voice .
PTA's mission is to make every child’s 

potentia l a  rea lity by engaging and 
empowering families  and communities  

to advoca te  for a ll children.

Va lue s

Collabora tion
Commitment

Divers ity
Respect

Accountability



Our Board  of Dire c t ors
Ge rrod  Tyle r
President

Trac i Ta tum
Pres ident-Elect

As hle y Co tton
Secre ta ry

Bruce  Butz
Treasurer

Marla  Pos e y-Mos s
Vice  Pres ident for Leadership

Sa rika  Corwin
Vice  Pres ident for Membership

Re s hma  S inanan-Hill
Director a t La rge

Ka trina  J one s
Director a t La rge

Back to  Age nda



Our Organiza t iona l Goa ls

Goal # 1

Advocate for the needs of all 
parents , teachers , and s tudents

Goa l # 2

Tra in PTA Leaders  to fulfill the  
miss ion and va lues  of PTA

Goa l # 3

Provide  progams  and resources  
tha t addresses  the  needs  of our 
schools



Our Programs
School of Excellence  

Reflections  Arts  Program 

Family Reading Experience

STEM + Families

Hea thly Lifes tyles

PTA Connected 



Th e  Sch oo l o f Exce lle n ce  Progra m  a im s t o : 

• Provide a framework for PTAs to identify and implement best practices in 
family engagement to strengthen family -school partnerships.

• Build inclusive and welcoming school communities where all families 
contribute to enriching the educational experience and overall well -being 
for all students.

• Help PTAs attract new, action -oriented PTA members who want to focus 
on the issues that affect our children the most.  

• Provide step -by -step guidance and networking opportunities for PTAs to 
gain support and feedback, identify and reach goals and earn recognition. 

• Celebrate designees as national leaders in building effective family -
school partnerships, which opens up additional honors and 
opportunities.



• Free State PTA has a long -standing commitment to arts 
education. The Reflections program provides opportunities 
for recognition and access to the arts which boost student 
confidence and success in the arts and in life.

• Each year, students in Pre -K through Grade 12 create 
original works of art in response to a student -selected 
theme.

• This 50+ year -old program helps them explore their own 
thoughts, feelings and ideas, develop artistic literacy, 
increase confidence and find a love for learning that will 
help them become more successful in school and in life.



Se t t in g Yo u  Up  fo r Succe ss

Fre e  St a t e  PTA is  co m m it t e d  t o  h e lp in g fam ilie s  sup p o rt  t h e ir  
ch ild ’s  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f lit e racy skills  an d  e n co u rage  a  lo ve  o f 
re ad in g t h ro ugh  acce ss  t o  b o o ks , p a rt icu la rly t h o se  t h a t  re fle c t  
t h e  d ive rs it y o f o u r wo rld .

• Just like going for a jog exercises your cardiovascular system, reading 
regularly improves memory function by giving your brain a good 
workout.

• Reading books about different people, places and experiences is 
critical to healthy child development and should be a priority, 
particularly in early literacy.

• A parent’s understanding of each element at play in their child’s school 
reading life will support their personal growth, and their advocacy can 
serve the greater student community.



National PTA's STEM + Families® program delivers access 
and  hand s-on  e xp osure  t o  sc ie nce , t e chno logy, 
e ngine e ring and  m at h  t o  e ngage  fam ilie s  and  in sp ire  
s t ud e n t s  t o  p ursue  care e r op p ort un it ie s  in  STEM fie ld s .

PTA’s  vis ion  is  t ha t  a ll s t ud e n t s  have  t he  fam ily and  
com m unit y sup p ort  ne e d e d  t o  acce ss  and  p ursue  STEM 
op p ort un it ie s  and  care e rs .

We  wan t  t o  fos t e r p ass ion  fo r sc ie nce , t e chno logy, 
e ngine e ring, and  m at h  t h rough  fun  ac t ivit ie s  and  b y 
invo lving fam ilie s  in  t he se  e xp e rie nce s  t oge t he r. Our 
STEM in it ia t ive  will e ngage  s t ud e n t s , fam ilie s , and  
com m unit ie s  in  op p ort un it ie s  t o  e xp lo re ... in sp ire ... 
e m p owe r... and  e d uca t e ... STEM p oss ib ilit ie s .



Free State PTA is committed to improving the overall 
he a lt h  and  we ll-b e ing o f fam ilie s  across  t he  s t a t e  b e cause  
we  know living a  he a lt hy life s t yle  is  a  ke y com p one n t  t o  
our s t ud e n t s ' ab ilit y t o  t h rive .

The  He alt hy Life s t yle s  in it ia t ive  o ffe rs  e d uca t iona l 
re source s  and  e ngage m e nt  op p ort un it ie s  t ha t  e m p owe r 
s t ud e n t s  and  fam ilie s  t o  m ake  b e t t e r-in form e d  he a lt h  
d e c is ions .

Th e  PTA He a lt h y Life s t yle s  Pro gram  Pro vid e s :

• Re source s  t o  b e  p hys ica lly he a lt hy
• Tools  t o  p roac t ive ly s t re ngt he n  our m e n t a l he a lt h  and  

soc ia l and  e m ot iona l we ll-b e ing
• In fo rm at ion  on  how t o  sup p ort  our p lane t  and  loca l 

com m unit ie s
• Op p ort un it ie s  fo r p e e r t o  p e e r sharing t h roughout  t he  

ye ar.



Wh at  d oe s  It  Me an  t o  b e  PTA 
Con n e c t e d ?
PTA Con n e c t e d  s t rive s  t o  he lp  ch ild re n  ac t  sa fe ly, 
re sp ons ib ly and  t hough t fu lly on line .

Wit h  PTA Con n e c t e d , you  a re : 

• Conne ct e d  t o  p rogram s t ha t  c re a t e  an  in fo rm e d  
sp ace  fo r fam ilie s  and  com m unit ie s  t o  d iscuss  d igit a l 
sa fe t y in  a  jud ge m e n t -fre e  zone , he lp ing t o  e s t ab lish  
he a lt hy d igit a l b e havio rs  and  we ll-b e ing.

• Conne ct e d  wit h  e ach  o t he r as  we  naviga t e  and  ad ap t  
t oge t he r t o  b uild  and  grow as  a  d igit a l com m unit y.

• Conne ct e d  t o  b e s t  p rac t ice s , e xp e rt  re source s  and  
t oo ls  t ha t  p rovid e  p are n t s  wit h  t he  in fo rm at ion  t he y 
a re  looking fo r on  how t o  have  conve rsa t ions  wit h  
t he ir ch ild re n  ab out  living a  he a lt hy and  safe  life  
on line .



Our 
Le gis la t ive  
Age nd a

1
Supporting policies making strong family involvement a requirement in all appropriate laws and 

programs . Schools  should incorpora te  pa rent involvement into a ll a spects  of educa tiona l 
programs  and activities . 

2
Improving public funding to equitably ensure  high qua lity educa tiona l services  for a ll specia l 
popula tions  including Specia l Educa tion, Gifted and Ta lented, English Language Lea rners , 

Economic Poverty, Homeless  popula tion, LGBTQ+, Milita ry Families , His torica lly Underserved 
Popula tions , and other popula tions  with specia l needs .

3
Supporting programs  tha t ensure  high qua lity educa tiona l services  to children from ea rly 

childhood through high school gradua tion, ensuring college  and ca reer opportunities  tha t ready 
people  for success  in life  within a  globa l economy

4 Advoca ting for Compass iona te  youth jus tice  practices  tha t a re  equitable  within the  jus tice  sys tem 
and cons iders  the  menta l development of youth. 

5 Implementing evidence-based anti-bullying measures  tha t include  evidence-based res tora tive  
jus tice  practices , socia l and emotiona l lea rning curriculum, and conflict management programs .

6 Ensuring children receive  nutritiona l support they need with compass ion and dignity, including 
universa l mea ls .

7
Supporting programs  tha t prepa re  profess iona l educa tors  to teach a  diverse  s tudent popula tion of 
va rying e thnicity, socioeconomic s ta tus , English language facility, and giftedness , and inclus ion of 

s tudents  with specia l needs  in regula r cla ss rooms  to the  maximum extent poss ible . 



Conne c t  wit h  us .
Email 
g tyle r@fs p ta .o rg

Socia l Media  
@FSPTA

Webs ite
www.fs p ta .o rg



Que st io n s?



Thank You
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